DIVORCE AND ANNULMENT
the validity of a divorce on the ground of lack of jurisdiction,
for instance, by appeal, forfeits his right of collateral attack in
all other states. The Williams tzs&239 enlarges the domain of
compulsory recognition by eliminating the defense based on
lack of personal jurisdiction over the defendant.
This second step effectuates a far-reaching simplification of
the rules on recognition. Moreover, and this is a point well to
be noticed, an ancient remainder is eradicated, to the great
benefit of rational procedure, the lawyers of this country cus-
tomarily think of "personal jurisdiction" as based on deter-
minate manners of service of process. But the manner in which
a defendant is cited to attend the trial seems out of relation to
modern circumstances. What cj^es it practically mean in our
days, whether a party receive a summons to appear in court
by the hands of a sheriff Qt marshal, by Federal mail, or by
any reliable means of communication at whatever place in the
United States? A husband or wife, in particular, may very well
be required to traverse any distance in the country in such a vital
cause. The costs of travel may make a. difference, but, at that,
the matter of bearing the costs way or may not need a general
reform. On the whole, the ruling that the domicil of one party
upports divorce jurisdiction, according to most of the state
statutes before the Williams case and under the Constitution
according to this decision, is not so nr^lvc-f an. innovation as a
clarification and simplification of the subject.
However, this change of law will signify salutary progress,
only if the domicil of at least one of the parties in the divorce
state remains a basic postulate, strongly enforced by all courts
involved. It is not very encouraging that this point was dis-
carded so easily in the decision of the Williams case. The neces-
sity of a serious and honest domicil has become the only remain-
ing protection of deserted spouses and, what is more, of the
divorce legislations so ambitiously advanced in individual
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